
The Easter Liturgy 
 

The Service of Light 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

on this most holy night,  

when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life,  

the Church invites her children throughout the world  

to come together in vigil and prayer.  

This is the Passover of the Lord.  

We remember his death and resurrection  

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 

 confident that we shall share his victory over death  

and live with him for ever in God. 

 

The new fire is kindled. 

 

Eternal God,  

who made this most holy night  

to shine with the brightness of your one true light:  

set us aflame with the fire of your love,  

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The president marks the Paschal Candle with the cross, the Greek letters 

alpha and omega, and the numerals of the current year. 

 

Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 



and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The president inserts 5 grains of incense in the candle in the form of a cross 

 

By his holy  

and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord  

guard us 

and keep us. 

Amen. 

 

The president lights the Paschal Candle, saying. 

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.  

 

The Paschal Candle is lifted high and we all make the response 

 

The Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Exsultet 

 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 

 

Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 



Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 

Darkness vanishes for ever! 

 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

 

The president continues: 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain, 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

Glory to you for ever. 

  



This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

Most blessed of all nights 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 

peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 

Glory to you for ever. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. 

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 



 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 

Amen. 

 

  



The Vigil 
 

As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving 

deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in 

the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray 

that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in 

each of us the saving work he has begun. 

 

First Reading  

 

Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a 

 

At the end of the reading: 

 

For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 104:1-7 is read with this response: 

 

Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Christ is the image of the unseen God; 

through him all things were made. 

 

Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen. 



Second Reading  

 

Exodus 14:10 – 15:1a 

 

At the end of the reading: 

 

For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The canticle ‘The Song of Moses and Miriam’ is read with this response: 

 

I will sing to the Lord, 

who has triumphed gloriously. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

The Lord is my strength and my might. 

He has become my salvation. 

 

Lord God our redeemer, 

who heard the cry of your people 

and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: 

free us from the tyranny of sin and death 

and, by the leading of your Spirit, 

bring us to our promised land; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

  



Third Reading  

 

Isaiah 55:1-11 

 

At the end of the reading: 

 

For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The canticle ‘A Song of Deliverance’ is read with this response: 

 

With joy you will draw water 

from the wells of salvation. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Whoever comes to Christ will never be hungry. 

All who believe in Christ will never thirst. 

 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen.  

  



Fourth Reading  

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

At the end of the reading: 

 

For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51:8-18 is read with this response: 

 

Make me a clean heart, O God. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

God will write his law on our hearts. 

He will be our God and we will be his people. 

 

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen.  

  



The Easter Acclamation 

 

The altar candles are lit, and we all stand 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The lights are switched on and bells are rung, cymbals clashed, noise made! 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.   

Amen. 



The Collect 

 

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading  

 

Romans 6:3-11 

 

At the end: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Gospel Reading  

 

A hymn is sung. 

 

Jesus Christ is risen to-day, Alleluya! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluya! 

Who did once, upon the Cross, Alleluya! 

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluya! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluya! 

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluya! 

Who endured the Cross and grave, Alleluya! 

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluya! 

 

But the pains that he endured Alleluya! 

Our salvation have procured; Alleluya! 

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluya! 

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluya! 

Lyra Davidica 1708 

Tune: Easter Hymn (adapted from a melody in Lyra Davidica, 1708) 

 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

Alleluia. 

He has defeated the powers of death. 

Alleluia. 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 

Alleluia. 

He has the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

 

  



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

 

At the end: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Homily 

 

Our guest preacher is Fr Charlie Annis nCR, who has been with us throughout 

Holy Week. 

 

Profession of Faith 

 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

  



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 

 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

 

Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

 

A hymn is sung as the table is prepared. 

 

The Day of Resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad; 

The Passover of gladness, 

The Passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, 

From earth unto the sky, 

Our Christ hath brought us over 

With hymns of victory. 

 

Our hearts be pure from evil, 

That we may see aright 

The Lord in rays eternal 

Of resurrection-light; 

And, listening to his accents, 

May hear so calm and plain 

His own 'All hail,' and, hearing, 

May raise the victor strain. 



 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 

And earth her song begin, 

The round world keep high triumph, 

And all that is therein; 

Let all things seen and unseen 

Their notes in gladness blend, 

For Christ the Lord hath risen, 

Our joy that hath no end. 

Greek, St John of Damascus (c. 750) 

Tr. J. M. Neale (1816-66) 

Tune: Ellacombe (Mainz Gesangbuch, 1833) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

Lord of life, 

with unbounded joy we offer you our sacrifice of praise. 

As we are fed with the bread of heaven 

may we know your resurrection power; 

through Christ our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  



The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here.  

His Spirit is with us.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise  

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,  

through whom you have created all things;  

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;  

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,  

he lived on earth and went about among us;  

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;  

he put an end to death by dying for us;  

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;  

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.  

 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you 

because you raised him gloriously from the dead. 

For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, 

and has taken away the sin of the world. 

By his death he has destroyed death, 

and by his rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life. 

  



Therefore with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven,  

we proclaim your great and glorious name, f 

or ever praising you and saying:  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

 

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me. 

 



Great is the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  

as we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints,  

may praise and glorify you for ever,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

A moment of silence is kept.  

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Breaking of Bread 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

  



Communion 

 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

An anthem is sung: 

 Tantum ergo, Widor 

 

You may like to use this prayer of spiritual communion: 

 

Lord Jesus, we love you above all things  

and we long to receive you into our soul.  

Since we cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts and souls  

so that we may unite ourselves wholly to you, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

God of Life, 

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

     to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

  



The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

God the Father, 

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

God the Son, 

who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

Amen. 

 

God the Holy Spirit, 

who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 

Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen.  

 

The Dismissal 

 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


