
The Liturgy of Palm Sunday 
 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Behold your king comes to you, O Zion, 

meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass. 

Ride on in the cause of truth 

and for the sake of justice. 

Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever; 

and the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre. 

You have loved righteousness and hated evil. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

Hosanna to the Son of David. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Greeting 

 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you.  

 

  



Introduction 

 

The president introduces the celebration. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing 

by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death 

and resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn 

celebration in union with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters 

his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to 

rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in 

his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 

 

The president prays over the palms: 

 

God our Saviour, 

whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; 

let these palms be for us signs of his victory 

and grant that we who bear them in his name 

may ever hail him as our King, 

and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

  



The Palm Gospel 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

John 12:12-16 

 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and 

went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey 

and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, 

your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not 

understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done 

to him. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Homily 

 

Our guest preacher is Fr Charlie Annis nCR, who will be with us throughout Holy 

Week. 

 

Procession 

 

Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah. 

 

A hymn is sung: 

  



The Collect 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

  



The Liturgy of the Word 

 

Reading 

 

Philippians 2:5-11 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 

 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

  



Psalm 

 

Psalm 31:9-16 

 

  Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am in trouble;  

   my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

      my soul and my body also. 

  For my life is wasted with grief, 

      and my years with sighing;  

   my strength fails me because of my affliction, 

      and my bones are consumed. 

  I have become a reproach to all my enemies 

      and even to my neighbours, 

      an object of dread to my acquaintances;  

   when they see me in the street they flee from me. 

  I am forgotten like one that is dead, out of mind;  

   I have become like a broken vessel. 

  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

      fear is on every side;  

   they scheme together against me, 

      and plot to take my life. 

  But my trust is in you, O Lord.  

   I have said, ‘You are my God. 

  ‘My times are in your hand;  

   deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 

      and from those who persecute me. 

  ‘Make your face to shine upon your servant,  

   and save me for your mercy’s sake.’ 

  



The Passion Gospel 

 

Mark 14:1 – 15:end 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We stand with Christ in his suffering.  

 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, 

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death,  

and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity  

there may grow a rich union in Christ,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them,  

that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those who still make Jerusalem a battle-ground,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

  



For those who have the courage and honesty  

to work openly for justice and peace,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation,  

that they may find support and encouragement, 

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those who, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow,  

feel that God is far from them,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

That we, with those who have died in faith,  

may find mercy in the day of Christ,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

Holy God,  

Holy and strong,  

Holy and immortal,  

Have mercy upon us. 

  



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 

 

Christ is our peace.  

He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  

We meet in his name and share his peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

Preparation of the Table 

 

A hymn is sung as the table is prepared. 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  

Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,  

which earth has given and human hands have made.  

It will become for us the bread of life.  

Blessed be God for ever.  

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  

Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  

It will become our spiritual drink.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

  



The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord is here.  

His Spirit is with us.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise  

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,  

through whom you have created all things;  

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.  

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;  

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,  

he lived on earth and went about among us;  

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;  

he put an end to death by dying for us;  

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;  

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.  

 

And now we give you thanks because, for our salvation,  

he was obedient even to death on the cross.  

The tree of shame was made the tree of glory;  

and where life was lost, there life has been restored.  

 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven,  

we proclaim your great and glorious name, f 

or ever praising you and saying:  



Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

 

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again.  

  



And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  

as we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints,  

may praise and glorify you for ever,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

A moment of silence is kept.  

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Breaking of Bread 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

  



Communion 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

An anthem is sung. 

 

You may like to use this prayer of spiritual communion: 

 

Lord Jesus, we love you above all things  

and we long to receive you into our soul.  

Since we cannot now receive you sacramentally,  

we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts and souls  

so that we may unite ourselves wholly to you, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,  

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:  

give us the mind to follow you  

and to proclaim you as Lord and King,  

to the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.  

 

  



We say together: 

 

Almighty God,  

we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen.  

 

  



The Dismissal 
 

Notices are given. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Christ crucified draw you to himself,  

to find in him a sure ground for faith,  

a firm support for hope,  

and the assurance of sins forgiven;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

The Dismissal 

 

Go in the peace of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 


